
Foreshadowing in Howard Steele’s To Be a Blight 

 

  Charles Dickens, arguably one of the greatest novelists of the Victorian era, once said 

that “men's courses will foreshadow certain ends, to which, if persevered in, they must lead” 

(Smith 220).  In other words, there is a natural progression from acts taking place in the present 

that ultimately lead up to a predictable ending in the future.  Through force of habit and 

experience, people are often able to interpret these acts and arrive at conclusions about the 

future.  Many readers have no doubt witnessed a car speeding by them on the highway, only to 

see that same car in the ditch several kilometers down the road.  This is foreshadowing in 

action and often occurs in literature.  In Howard Steele’s To Be a Blight, shadow play on walls, 

stressful background noises, and a progressively compressed timeline foreshadow the 

protagonist’s murder. 

  The first precursor to Ken Frobiser’s— the main character—untimely demise are the 

shadow forms that appear on walls throughout the story.  To begin with, shadows in literature 

are representative of repressed desire.  For example, in Looney Tune’s Bugs Bunny, it is often 

possible to see the coyote’s true desires through his shadow‐play on the ground (Crisp 17).  In 

the case of To Be a Blight, the stabbing motion of a knife on the walls mere seconds before the 

antagonist’s arrival betrays his innermost desire to kill the protagonist.  Secondly, the shadows 

are symbolic of the obscurity that shrouds the antagonist.  The shady forms are described as 

“hazy” and “opaque”—both antonyms for “clear” and “lucid”.  The shadows that follow the 

antagonist, therefore, are quite literally the opposite of the saying “clear as day” and suggest to 

readers that Markus may not be all that he is pretending to be. 

Jamie
Sticky Note
This is the essay title.  Notice that it is factual, telling readers exactly what the essay is about.  Notice that the title is not artistic but is instead dry and to the point.

Jamie
Sticky Note
This is the lead-in sentence to the essay.  There are many methods of doing a lead-in sentence; however, in this particular case, a quote was chosen that is loosely related to the thesis statement.  The quote is effective because it comes from a well-known person (which the author of the essay even goes through the trouble of highlighting by indicating that Dickens is a great novelist).

The author could have instead chosen a question, definition, fact, or a surprising / controversial statement.

Jamie
Sticky Note
Warm-up / developing sentence #1.  These sentences appear between the lead-in sentence and the thesis statement.  They gradually lead the reader to the main point of the essay topic.  This particular sentence clarifies why the author chose the quote from Dickens.  In this case, it's because Dickens was speaking about foreshadowing and the impact that it can have.

Jamie
Sticky Note
This developmental sentence is representative of the author's thought processes at work.  The author is making a logical connection between the first two sentences.  This is an important strategy on the author's part, since it shows the reader (often a college professor) that he or she understands the concept that is under discussion.
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Sticky Note
Again, the author is demonstrating their knowledge and guiding the reader by providing an example to reinforce the concept that they are trying to convey.  In this particular case, the author has chosen an example that occurs often and that most readers will be able to appreciate on a personal level.
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Sticky Note
A blunt statement used by the author to communicate what this was an example of.  Remember, you must "hit your reader over the head" to ensure that everything is clear (also known as "guiding" the reader).
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Sticky Note
This is the thesis statement.  The author has chosen to do an extended or advanced thesis statement by including--very briefly--the main arguments (often the topic sentences) that will be used later in the essay.

A more simplistic thesis statement might have been:  "A number of artistic devices are employed in Howard Steele's To Be a Blight that foreshadow the main character's death."
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Sticky Note
This is the first body paragraph.

Usually, in short essays such as the kind that are done in CEGEP, each paragraph begins with a topic sentence.

Later,  when essays become longer, this is no longer the case.  One topic sentence may cover multiple paragraphs, with each paragraph being a supporting idea.  This is often the case with university essays.
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Sticky Note
This is the thesis statement.  Notice that, in an argumentative essay, the argumentative thesis statement must meet three criteria:

1.  It must be arguable.  In other words, it's possible to disagree with the author.  In this essay, for example, it is possible to argue that either Style or Characterization serve to foreshadow the protagonist's murder.

2.  It is presented strongly.  Even though the statement is arguable, the statement is worded as though it is not.

3.  The statement stands on its own.  In other words, it is possible to cut & paste the sentence onto a blank paper and show it to a friend.  That friend should be able to precisely what you will discuss.
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Sticky Note
This is the topic sentence for the first paragraph.

Notice that it is a mini claim or argument in and of itself (some might even say a mini thesis statement).

The topic sentence must adhere to the same three criteria as the thesis statement, PLUS...

Notice that the topic sentence is directly relevant to the thesis statement.  The reader is able to look back at the thesis statement and see a direct connection between it and this topic sentence.
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Sticky Note
The author is now starting the first of two supporting arguments (ideas) for the topic sentence.  By the time idea has been fully laid out, it should clearly support the topic sentence, convincing readers that the author's topic sentence makes perfect sense and is logically arguable.

Also, note that this author has optionally chosen to begin his or her sentence with a transition word or phrase:  "To begin with".  This subtly tells readers that this is not the only supporting idea that will be advanced.
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Sticky Note
As was just mentioned, the first supporting idea is being presented here; however, the supporting idea is presented in three different steps.

This sentence represents step 1 of the supporting idea:  the statement or mini-claim.

This statement or mini-claim may or may not be immediately apparent in how it supports the topic sentence.  In this particular example, some readers may not immediately understand how "repressed desire" has anything to do with "shadows being precursors to a character's demise".  If readers continue to read, however, it should become crystal clear.

Jamie
Sticky Note
The supporting idea is presented in three different steps.

This sentence represents step 2 of the supporting idea:  substantiation of the statement or mini claim through indisputable proof.  Obviously the proof should be relevant to, and should connect with, the claim.  The student should use this step to demonstrate their understanding of the subject material.

The "proof" that is used here can take many forms but, in this particular case, the author has chosen to quote a well-known literary authority.  This proof clearly "connects" with the mini-claim.

Note that the author optionally started the sentence with the transition words "For example,".
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Sticky Note
MLA (Modern Language Association) citation format is being used.  The Internet has a number of websites that explain how to correctly create in-text citations during the essay and a "Works Cited" section after the essay.
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Sticky Note
So far, it's not really clear how this supporting idea relates to the story that is under discussion, To Be a Blight.  

This sentence exemplifies Step 3 of the supporting idea and will clarify steps 2 and 3 by providing a synthesis.  This is truly an opportunity for students to "show their smarts" and it is where professors reward points for good arguments.  Points are not awarded for long texts--they're given for great insight and analyses that are presented so clearly and logically that most readers will follow the author's train of thought.     

This sentence is a connection / comparison / analysis of the supporting idea.  This sentence not only clarifies the supporting idea for the reader, it also demonstrates that the author understands the concept that they are attempting to convey.
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Sticky Note
Here the author is explaining how the item of comparison (Bugs Bunny in this case) harmonizes with the supporting idea by bring the discussion back to the story that is under discussion--To Be a Blight.

Jamie
Sticky Note
Again, the author "hits the reader over the head" with an explanation as to why the preceding sentence was written.  The author clarifies that "shadows" = "opposite of clarity".

Editor's note:  it's interesting that the author didn't mention the link between "shadows" and "foreshadowing".  The shadows are, in a literal sense the "shadows of what will occur".

Jamie
Sticky Note
Notice that events described in the text are related through the use of the present tense as a baseline.  See that the author wrote "betrays" and not "betrayed".

The word "baseline" here means that events are told from the present; however, it is sometimes necessary to use past/future tenses in relation to the present.  For example, "Markus betrays his innermost feelings, despite the fact that he previously stated that he loved the protagonist."

Here the present tense is used as required in English literary essays; however, it becomes necessary to use the past tense at one point when referring to an action that occurred before the antagonist's true intentions are betrayed.
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Sticky Note
Notice that the discussion in this paragraph is directly related to the topic sentence.  At no time does the discussion stray from this.  The reader is able to look back at the topic sentence and see a connection between it and the current sentence at all times.
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Sticky Note
Notice that the author avoids long retellings of the story.  You are required to assume that the reader has read the book(s) or watched the film(s), etc.  Do not rewrite the story!  You will lose a lot of marks if you do this.

Jamie
Sticky Note
Observe that there are no unnecessary adjectives and adverbs being used.  The text is compact and as many ideas as possible are being communicated to the reader with as few words as possible.  Points are awarded for quantity and quality of ideas--not for length of text.  It's better to have 3 great ideas stated with short sentences than one mediocre idea stated across many long sentences.

For example, the author did not write:  "...the swirling, stabbing motion of the sharp knife on the white walls mere seconds before the antagonist's premeditated arrival nicely betrays his innermost and nefarious desire to slowly kill the innocent protagonist."
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Sticky Note
Also observe that the essay is free from contractions (e.g. can't), does not use second-person and third-person singular voices (e.g. we can see that...) and that the text is written for an academic audience.  Finally, the grammar level is suited toward this audience.
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Sticky Note
Here the second supporting idea starts with step 1 and it is introduced with a transition word or phrase.
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Sticky Note
Step 2 of the second supporting idea.
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Sticky Note
Step 3 of the second supporting idea.



  While shadows visually allow readers to predict the story’s ending, the irritating 

background noises heard by the story’s characters also serve to predict a gory ending.  [. . .] 

[. . .] 

[. . .] 

  The progressively compressed timeline is but one in a series of artistic devices employed 

by Howard Steele to suggest that something ill will befall Ken Frobisher in To Be a Blight.  In 

addition to a progressively condensed timeline, readers feel an intensification of the plot 

through eerie shadows playing out on the victim’s walls and harsh, irritating sounds.  Steele 

follows through on these foreshadowing devices by scripting Frobisher’s death—an event which 

is no doubt interpreted by readers as a natural and anticipated conclusion to the story. 

 

[676 words for 5 paragraphs:  introduction, 3 x body, conclusion] 

Jamie
Sticky Note
Notice that the author did not use a transition word (for example, "Secondly,") to begin their second body paragraph here.  Instead, they used a transition sentence.  This is a more advanced (and more difficult) form of essay writing.

If the author chose to use a transition word instead, they might have written, "Secondly, shadow play occurring on the house walls..." (which is below the level of this course since it is recommended that students avoid beginning their paragraphs with "Firstly", "Secondly", "Thirdly", etc.).  Instead, the author might have written, "What is more, the irritating background noises heard by the story's characters also...".

Jamie
Sticky Note
This is the essay's second topic sentence.  Again, because it is a short essay, it happens to be the first sentence in the second body paragraph.

Jamie
Sticky Note
The remainder of the second body paragraph would appear here, following a similar structure to the first body paragraph.  The text has been removed for brevity's sake.
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Sticky Note
The third body paragraph would appear here.

Jamie
Sticky Note
The fourth body paragraph, if there is one, would appear here.

Jamie
Sticky Note
Once again, the author is using a transition sentence (instead of a transition word or phrase).  This is an advanced notion.

The author could have started simply with a transition word or phrase, for example:

"In summary, Howard Steele employs a series of artistic devices to suggest that something ill will befall Ken Frobisher in To Be a Blight."
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Sticky Note
The author restates the thesis statement.  It can be restated over one or more sentences.

Likewise, the main ideas (often the essay's topic sentences) are also expressed here.

Jamie
Sticky Note
Observe that no new information is expressed here and no questions are asked.  Also note that the essay does not end on a philosophical or judgemental note or with a flowery ending.  No "opening", as is often seen in some types of French essays, is evident.

Jamie
Sticky Note
The author draws the essay to a close in one tight sentence.



Body Paragraph Hierarchy

Thesis Statement 
In Howard Steele’s To Be a Blight, shadow play on walls, stressful background noises, and a progressively 
compressed meline foreshadow the protagonist’s murder. 
 

Topic Sentence 1 
The first precursor to Ken Frobiser’s— the 
main character—un mely demise are the 
shadow forms that appear on walls 
throughout the story. 
 

Topic Sentence 3 
 
 

Topic Sentence 2 
While shadows 
visually allow readers 
to predict the story’s 
ending, the irrita ng 
background noises 
heard by the story’s 
characters also serve 
to predict a gory 
ending. 
 

Suppor ng Idea 2 (step 1) of Topic Sentence 1 
Secondly, the shadows are symbolic of the 
obscurity that shrouds the antagonist. 
 

Suppor ng Idea 1 (step 1) of Topic Sentence 1 
To begin with, shadows in literature are 
representa ve of repressed desire. 
 

Suppor ng Idea 1 (step 2) of Topic Sentence 1 
For example, in Looney Toon’s Bugs Bunny, it is 
o en possible to see the coyote’s true desires 
through his shadow-play on the ground (Crisp 17). 
 

Suppor ng Idea 2 (step 2) of Topic Sentence 1 
The shady forms are described as “hazy” and 
“opaque”—both antonyms for “clear” and “lucid”. 
 

Suppor ng Idea 1 (step 3) of Topic Sentence 1 
In the case of To Be a Blight, the stabbing mo on 
of a knife on the walls mere seconds before the 
antagonist’s arrival betrays his innermost desire to 
kill the protagonist. 
 

Suppor ng Idea 2 (step 3) of Topic Sentence 1 
The shadows that follow the antagonist, therefore, 
are quite literally the opposite of the saying “clear 
as day” and suggest to readers that Markus may 
not be all that he is pretending to be. 
 

Concluding Paragraph 
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